ORIENTALIUM ECCLESIARUM
- Decree on the Eastern Catholic Churches

1. The Catholic Church values highly the institutions of the eastern churches, their
liturgical rites, ecclesiastical traditions and their ordering of Christian life.

6. All members of the eastern churches should be firmly convinced that they can
and ought always preserve their own legitimate liturgical rites and ways of life, and
that changes are to be introduced only to forward their own organic development.

23. The patriarch with his synod, or the supreme authority of each church with
advice of prelates, has the right to regulate the languages to be used in the sacred
liturgical functions, and also, after reference to the Apostolic See, to approve
translations of texts into the vernacular.

Promulgated by Pope Paul VI on November 21, 1964, following approval by the
assembled bishops by a vote of 2,110 to 39.

From: Vatican Council II: Constitutions, Decrees, Declarations. The Basic Sixteen
Documents, General Editor: Austin Flannery, OP, Liturgical Press. One can purchase the
entire book or individual documents as an eBook at Liturgical Press.



